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Helping People Help the Land

Overview 
The Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) is a voluntary 
program that provides assistance 
to farmers and ranchers who face 
threats to soil, water, air, and related 
natural resources on their land. 

Through the EQIP Wildfi re Special 
Initiative, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is 
providing fi nancial and technical 
assistance to agricultural producers 
whose private or tribal grazing lands 
have been damaged by wildfi res 
during the 2007 fi re season.  The 
primary emphasis of the initiative is 
to provide immediate assistance to 
help producers speed range recovery, 
reduce erosion, and protect the 
watershed health.  All applications 
must be submitted on or before 
August 17, 2007.

Financial Assistance
The program provides a one-time 
$16 per-acre incentive payment for 
landowners who agree to reseed the 
site and defer grazing activities until 
the spring of 2010.  Deferred grazing 
will minimize erosion and accelerate 
the reestablishment of healthy and 
resilient plant communities.  

Program payments are intended to 
off set costs associated with range 
reseeding and deferred grazing.  Cost 
share is not available for fencing or 
livestock water development with 
the EQIP Wildfi re Special Initiative. 

Technical Assistance
NRCS specialists will work with 
program participants need to identify 

strategies to stabilize soils, control 
weeds, and restore deep rooted 
perennial bunchgrasses.  

Program Requirements
Applicants must defer grazing 
immediately following the fi re until 
the spring of 2010.  Seeding must 
be completed prior to December 1, 
2007. 

Upon enrollment, participants will 
agree to develop or maintain a 
grazing plan to improve vigor and 
seed production of key plant species 
on the enrolled acres. 

Eligible Lands
Privately owned or tribal grazing 
lands with grasses and shrubs as the 
dominant vegetation damaged by 
wildfi res in 2007 may be considered 
for funding.  Individuals may enroll 
up to 2,500 acres of grazing land 
under this special initiative. 

Grazed forest lands and cropland 
used for grazing stubble and other 
crop aftermath are not eligible. 

Producers who are awarded an EQIP 
contract through the Wildfi re Special 
Initiative are not eligible to receive 
any other EQIP or other federal 
payment for prescribed grazing 
practices on the enrolled acreage. 

Current EQIP participants with 
damage to enrolled acres or existing 
EQIP practices should contact their 
local fi eld offi  ce to inquire about 
contract modifi cations to assist with 
fi re recovery. 
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—Quick Facts—

What:  
→ Voluntary grazing lands 

conservation program
→ $16 per-acre incentive 

payment 
→ NRCS technical assistance 

Why: 
→ To help growers reseed 

and defer grazing on acres 
damaged by wildfi re

→ To speed range recovery 

Who:   
→ Landowners or managers of 

private or tribal grazing lands 
damaged by 2007 wildfi res

How:
→ Interested parties should 

contact the local USDA NRCS 
service center for more 
information.

→ Application materials are 
online at:   www.or.nrcs.
usda.gov 

Application Deadline:  
→ Applications are due by  

4:30 p.m. local time on: 

August 17, 2007
 more on next page...
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Eligible Applicants
To be eligible to participate, 
applicants must:

•  Be an agricultural producer,
•  Be in compliance with the highly 

erodible land and wetland 
conservation provisions of the 
1985 Farm Bill,

•  Provide the Social Security 
number of all individuals who will 
benefi t from the assistance, and

•  Develop an EQIP plan of 
operations.

The 2002 Farm Bill limits the total 
amount of cost share and incentive 
payments paid to an individual or 
entity to an aggregate of $450,000, 
directly or indirectly, for all contracts 
entered into during fi scal years 2002 
through 2007.  Individuals or entities 
with an adjusted gross income 
exceeding $2.5 million for the three 
previous tax years are not eligible 
for Farm Bill programs, including the 
EQIP Wildfi re Special Initiative.

Program Selection
Applications will be selected based 
on the following considerations until 
all fi scal year 2007 funds have been 
exhausted: 

• Percentage of grazing land 
damaged by fi re, 

• Vulnerability to soil erosion,  
• Presence of critical habitat for 

threatened/endangered or 
aquatic species, and

• Percentage of damaged acres 
that the landowner agrees to 
defer from grazing.  

How to Apply
Interested persons must take the 
following steps to apply for the EQIP 
Wildfi re Special Initiative.  Forms 
listed below are available at your 
local NRCS offi  ce and on the NRCS 
web site at:  www.or.nrcs.usda.gov
 
1. Immediately defer livestock 

grazing on acres proposed for 
enrollment.  

2. Submit a completed EQIP 
application, form CCC-1200 and 
CCC-1202 CPC Appendix, to 
your local NRCS Service Center 
on or before 4:30 local time on  
August 17, 2007.

3. Submit a signed Producer 
Acknowledgement Form (form 
OR300-7-8 Attachment A) to 
affi  rm that you have reviewed the 
program requirements.  

4. Work with NRCS to determine the 
acres eligible for the program.

Applicants who do not currently 
participate in USDA Farm Bill 
programs must also:

5. Contact the local NRCS offi  ce 
to identify necessary eligibility 
documentation and submit it to 
the appropriate USDA agency 
(NRCS or the Farm Services 
Agency) on or before August 17, 
2007. 

6. Work with the local NRCS offi  ce 
to register as a USDA client in 
the Service Center Integrated 
Management System (SCIMS) 
database by August 17, 2007.  
The information must be fi nalized 
in the database by August 23. 

NOTE:  Those who do not meet 
the August 17 deadline or who 
are aff ected by additional wildfi res 
later in the season may have the 
opportunity to apply for assistance 
under the 2008 fi scal year funding 
cycle that begins on October 1. 

More Information
Application materials for the EQIP 
Wildfi re Special Initiative and other 
NRCS conservation programs can be 
found online at: www.or.nrcs.usda.
gov or at the local USDA Service 
Center.  
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